
 

  
 

UK HFCA welcomes the announcement of a proposal to 
renew European funding in Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 

 
The UK HFCA was delighted to see the announcement of a proposal to renew the Fuel Cells and 

Hydrogen Joint undertaking (FCH JU) until 2020 with a budget of €1.4 billion, equally shared by the 

EU and the private partners (http://ec.europa.eu/research/press/2013/pdf/jti/fch_2_factsheet.pdf). 
The Fuel Cells and Hydrogen 2 (FCH2) will be part of a €22 billion investment package for research 
and innovation in Europe that will be delivered via five Public-Private Partnerships, called 'Joint 
Technology Initiatives' (JTIs). FCH2 aims to boost the European fuel cell and hydrogen sector by: 
  
• Leveraging public and private research funding to lower investment barriers; 
  
• Creating more growth and jobs in downstream industries; 
  
• Developing long-term strategic research and innovation agenda. 
  
Further details can be found at the European Commission Memo “Investing in partnerships in 

research and innovation” (http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-669_en.htm?locale=en). 
  
Dennis Hayter, Chair of the UK HFCA said: “The renewal of the FCH JU is a very welcome step toward 
enabling the hydrogen and fuel cell sector to realise its full potential in providing clean energy 
solutions in transport, stationary and other power applications. This will greatly assist in delivering 
the EU’s emissions reduction targets and achieve economic growth. We believe this further 
investment will be significant in overcoming the remaining technological and infrastructure barriers 
to commercialisation of the sector.” 
   
Please note that the UK was the highest recipient of the FCH JU funding in 2010 and the 
second highest for 2011.  
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
  
About the UK Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association 
  
The UK Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association (UK HFCA) is an industry body acting on behalf of its 
members to accelerate the development and commercialisation of fuel cells and the greater 
deployment of hydrogen energy in the UK. It provides an authoritative point of contact and a clear, 
informed and up-to-date view on research, development and demonstration priorities for 
Government, other funding agencies and opinion formers. The UK HFCA was formed as a result of 
the merger of the UK Hydrogen Association and Fuel Cells UK. 
  
For further details visit www.ukhfca.co.uk 
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About FCH JU 
  
The FCH JU is the result of long-standing cooperation between representatives of industry, scientific 
community, public authorities, technology users and civil society in the context of the European 
Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technology Platform. The Platform was launched under the 6th Framework 
Programme for Research (FP6) as a grouping of stakeholders, led by companies representing the 
entire supply chain for fuel cell and hydrogen energy technologies. 
  
The Platform concluded that fuel cell and hydrogen technologies can play a significant role in a new, 
cleaner energy system for Europe. However, if these were to make a significant market penetration in 
transport and power generation, there would need to be research, development and deployment 
strategies in which all the stakeholders are committed to common objectives. The European 
Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technology Platform has indicated the way forward in a number of strategy 

papers, most importantly the Strategic Research Agenda (  1.6 MB), the Deployment Strategy (

 3.3 MB) and the Implementation Plan - Status 2006 (  3.3 MB).Based on this shared vision, the 
FCH JU was established by a Council Regulation on 30 May 2008 as a public-private partnership 
between the European Commission, European industry and research organisations to accelerate the 
development and deployment of fuel cell and hydrogen technologies. 
 
  
For enquiries contact: 
Celia Greaves 
c.greaves@synnogy.co.uk 
01832 721027 
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