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18
th
 of March 2014 

 
Dear Mr Yeo 

 
UK HFCA follow up to "Low Carbon Innovation" Oral Evidence Hearing 
 
We, the UK Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association (UK HFCA), are writing to follow up to the “Low 

Carbon Innovation” Oral Evidence session that was held on the morning of the 26
th
 of February in the 

Wilson Room, Portcullis House (http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-

z/commons-select/energy-and-climate-change-committee/news/low-carbon-innovation-2/ ). We would 

like to reinforce key points and provide further clarification on some of the questions that were 

addressed on the day: 

 

 Our members have invested £400 million over recent years to grow capability and jobs, and 

move the hydrogen and fuel cell sector forward. 

 The UK has a number of world leading hydrogen and fuel cell companies operating in the 

global market.  Government support is needed now to make the UK an attractive place to 

manufacture and, thus, grow and retain current capability. 

 In the context of the specific focus of the Inquiry, Government support is not currently, and nor 

has it been, positioned around facilitating innovation in and commercialisation of emerging low 

carbon technologies.  Rather, it has focused on specific renewable technologies such as wind, 

tidal and solar along with technologies such as nuclear power.  This has been to the direct 

detriment of sectors such as fuel cells and hydrogen which, despite offering a broad range of 

benefits beyond carbon reduction, are unable to compete with other emerging technologies. 

 This notwithstanding, Government support for low carbon innovation is not long term or 

flexible enough to support the diverse opportunities, encompassing transport, power (at 

varying scales) and heat, as well as grid balancing, in our sector.  It has an important role in 

de-risking new technologies, such as hydrogen and fuel cells. 

 As a related point, with hydrogen and fuel cells not classified as ‘renewables’ (even when 

hydrogen can be generated from renewable sources to provide a zero carbon footprint), 

current Government structures and approaches do not facilitate the introduction of hydrogen 

and fuel cells as they do not fit “neatly” into existing policy schemes. 

 By way of example, we note that there are no planned policy schemes that will enable 

hydrogen and fuel cells to deliver their tremendous potential for the UK. For example, the next 

steps of the EMR (Capacity Market and Contracts for Difference) will only address the needs 

of a large scale and fully commercialised generation markets, while existing schemes as small 

scale Feed-in Tariffs and Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) are not considering the addition of 

other low carbon technologies. 
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 The UK could learn from the experience of Germany, which has established a strategic 

alliance to speed up the process of market preparation of products based on this technology. 

The total budget for the 10 year period to 2016 amounts to € 1.4 billion.  A similarly long term, 

consistent and robust framework embracing the range of opportunities would pay dividends 

across a range of policy objectives in the UK. 

 

By way of background, the UK HFCA aims to accelerate the commercialization of fuel cell and 

hydrogen energy in order to support policy objectives around the delivery of green jobs, alleviation of 

fuel poverty, carbon reduction, energy security and renewable intermittency. Through the breadth, 

expertise and diversity of our membership we work to trigger the changes required for the fuel cells 

and hydrogen energy to realise their potential across transport, stationary power and other markets.  

 

We would be delighted to discuss this further and provide any additional information as appropriate. 

 

Yours sincerely,   

 

 

 
 
 
pp Dennis Hayter 
 
Chairman 
UK Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association   

 
 

 


