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Summary of topic area Questions Stakeholder comments

1. Will publishing a National Policy 

Framework help support 

development of the market for 

alternative fuels and their 

infrastructure in the UK/Europe?

In the context of meeting the wider objectives of de-carbonising road transport, 

reducing dependence on imported oil and improving air quality, a National Policy 

Framework would provide visibility of the baseline national position for the 

specified fuel infrastructure(s) and planned market development. This will provide 

key stakeholders a quantified and structured basis on which to configure and 

update alternative powertain development and fleet rollout options

2. Is the proposed content of Annex 

I sufficient to provide this support or 

are there other areas that should be 

included or excluded within the 

framework document?

The UKHFCA has no specific response to this question but understands that 

Annex I is sufficient

3. Do you agree that the 

Commissions intervention will speed 

up the deployment of alternative 

fuels infrastructure?

The UKHFCA is responding only in relation to the provision of a hydrogen 

infrastructure - and considers that, as there is a general market failure in the 

provision of hydrogen infrastructure to facilitate the deployment of fuel cell electric 

vehicles (FCEVs), with zero emissions at point of use, the Commission's 

intervention is necessary and will speed up deployment

4. Is the Commissions approach of 

setting mandatory targets that are 

specific to each Member State 

appropriate?

In the case of a hydrogen infrastructure, mandatory targets are appropriate to set 

a minimum level of infrastructure provision to ensure FCEV interoperability across 

Member State territories and avoid barriers to widespread fleet deployment

5. Do you agree with the 

Commission picking electricity, 

hydrogen and natural gas as 

potential 'winners' at this stage?

It is accepted that there is no single fuel that will provide for meeting all de-

carbonisation, energy security and air quality targets and that a mix of fuels, 

specifically including hydrogen, would provide a suitable fuel matrix for the future

6. Have the European Commission 

prioritised the right alternative fuels 

within these proposals?

The UKHFCA does not have a view as to whether the complete alternative fuels 

mix is correctly prioritised - but considers hydrogen to be an essential part of the 

mix to support and sustain the rollout of FCEVs with commensurate CO2 and 

other emissions reductions 

7. Do you agree with the overall 

target of 1.21 million electric 

recharging points, 10% of which 

shall be publicly accessible? Would 

you agree that the proposed target 

should not differentiate between the 

speed of the recharging point?
The UKHFCA does not have a view on proposed electric infrastructure targets

8. Would you support this target 

even if the cost of installation was 

supported wholly by the private 

sector? The UKHFCA does not have a view on supporting this target
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Electric infrastructure

The proposal sets a target of 1.21 

million vehicle recharging points to 

be installed in the UK by the end of 

2020. Of these, 10% (122,100) will 

need to be publicly accessible. 

The proposal can be viewed from this link

Alternative fuels

The proposal picks out electricity, 

hydrogen and natural gas (in the 

forms of compressed natural gas 

(CNG) and liquefied natural gas 

(LNG)) as the most promising 

alternative fuels for road and 

maritime transport in the short to 

medium term. [It assumes that 

biofuels and gas-to-liquid (GTL) will 

be blended with conventional fuels 

and delivered using existing 

infrastructure, while a core liquefied 

petroleum gas (LPG) infrastructure 

already exists]. 

National Policy Framework

Within 18 months (from entry into 

force), Member States will be 

required to adopt and publish 

National Policy Frameworks for the 

market development of electric, 

hydrogen, biofuels and natural gas 

refuelling infrastructure. These shall 

be resubmitted every two years 

thereafter. The Commission will 

review national frameworks and 

report coherence and coordination to 

the European Parliament.

Infrastructure targets

The proposal seeks to set binding 

targets within each Member State on 

the build-up (i.e. number of) and 

geographical proximity of electric, 

hydrogen and natural gas refuelling 

infrastructure.

mailto:info@ukhfca.co.uk
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2013:0018:FIN:EN:PDF


The Commission considers that 

electric vehicles will need at least 2 

recharging points per vehicle for 'full' 

recharging and a certain number of 

publicly available points for 

intermittent topping up, so to 

overcome 'range anxiety' issues.

9. Do you agree with the 

Commissions assessment on the 

number of recharging points 

required per vehicle? Would you 

agree that the provision of rapid 

chargers (40kW+)  means far fewer 

recharging points are needed to 

provide adequate infrastructure 

support? The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

10. Will the mandatory fitting of the 

'Type 2' connector to AC recharging 

points, as specified in the proposal, 

encourage uptake?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

11. Are there any other types of 

connector that are missing or should 

be included? The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

12. Will the mandatory fitting of the 

'Combo 2' connector to DC fast 

recharging points, as specified in the 

proposal, encourage uptake?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

13. Are there any other types of 

connector that are missing or should 

be included? The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

14. Do you agree with the mandatory 

installation of hydrogen refuelling 

infrastructure at the coverage 

proposed by the Commission?

The UKHFCA agrees with the mandatory hydrogen infrastructure provision at the 

coverage proposed

15. Do you agree with the 

development of harmonised 

technical standards for hydrogen 

fuels and refuelling equipment? Is 

the timetable appropriate?

The UKHFCA agrees that harmonised technical standards for fuels and refueling 

equipment is essential to avoid barriers to free movement and operation of FCEVs 

across national boundaries

16. Do you agree with the mandatory 

installation of LNG refuelling 

infrastructure at maritime and inland 

ports of the TEN-T Core network, as 

proposed?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

17. Do you agree with the 

development of harmonised 

technical standards for LNG 

refuelling equipment? Is the 

timetable appropriate?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question - but in principle agrees with 

harmonised technical standards fore refuelling equipment

18. Do you agree with the mandatory 

installation of LNG refuelling 

infrastructure for motor vehicles 

along the TEN-T Core network, as 

proposed?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

19. Do you agree with the 

development of harmonised 

technical standards for LNG 

refuelling equipment? Is the 

timetable appropriate?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question - but in principle agrees with 

harmonised technical standards fore refuelling equipment

Natural Gas - Maritime: 

The proposal mandates the 

installation of publicly accessible 

LNG refuelling points for maritime 

and inland way vessels in all 

maritime ports of the TEN-T Core 

network by end of 2020, and at all 

inland ports of TEN-T Core Network 

by end of 2025. These shall comply 

with minimum EN standards that are 

due for adoption in 2014

Natural Gas - Road transport:

The proposal requires the 

installation of publicly accessible 

LNG refuelling points for motor 

vehicles along the TEN-T Core 

network, with distances not to 

exceed 400km (248miles) apart 

before the end of 2020. These shall 

comply with minimum EN standards 

that are due for adoption in 2014

The proposal specifies that DC fast 

recharging points shall be fitted with 

'Combo 2' connectors, as described 

in (yet to be defined) technical 

standards.

Hydrogen infrastructure:

The proposal requires Member 

States to install a sufficient number 

of hydrogen refuelling points so that 

distances between points is no 

greater than 300km (186miles), by 

the end of 2020. The purity of 

dispensed hydrogen and refuelling 

points shall comply with minimum 

EN technical standards that are due 

for adoption in 2014.

The proposal specifies that AC fast 

and slow recharging points shall be 

fitted with 'Type 2' connectors as 

described within EN62196-2:2012



20. Do you agree with the mandatory 

installation of CNG refuelling 

infrastructure across the roads 

network as proposed?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question

21. Do you agree with the 

development of harmonised 

technical standards for CNG 

refuelling equipment? Is the 

timetable appropriate?

The UKHFCA does not have a view on this question but agrees in principle with 

harmonised technical standrads for refuelling equipment

24. Do you consider that these 

measures can be funded without 

recourse to public spending? As above: the UKHFCA considers that a mix of funding mechanisms, including 

public support (which may not necessarily require outright public spending)  is 

needed to overcome the 'market failure' in provision of alternatively fuelled 

vehicles in general and hydrogen powered FCEVs in particular, where there is a 

clear first mover disadvantage

25. Any other comments: 

23. Do you agree that the funding of 

such infrastructure can be achieved 

by methods such as these? 

The UKHFCA considers that a mix of funding mechanisms, including public 

support (which may not necessarily require outright public spending)  is needed to 

overcome the 'market failure' in provision of alternatively fuelled vehicles in 

general and hydrogen powered FCEVs in particular, where there is a clear first 

mover disadvantage

Consumer Information: 

The proposal seeks to address 

consumer issues that could arise 

through the incompatibility of fuels or 

pump equipment. The Commission 

will be seeking to harmonise 

labelling and marking requirements, 

both on the vehicle and on refuelling 

infrastructure.

22. Do you support the 

harmonisation of such labelling and 

marking requirements?

The UKHFCA agrees in princple with harmonised labelling and marking 

requirements

Financing:

The Commission considers that 

public spending may not be required 

to fund the installation of the 

refuelling infrastructure specified 

above, if individual Member States 

employ initiatives such as building 

codes, conditions for parking lot 

permits, or the certification of the 

environmental performance of 

businesses.

Natural Gas - Road transport:

The proposal requires the 

installation of publicly accessible 

CNG refuelling points across the 

roads network with distances not to 

exceed 150km (93 miles) apart 

before the end of 2020. These shall 

comply with minimum EN standards 

that are due for adoption in 2014


